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Jagdeep Singh Deo said the Penang government was going ahead with its plan to build dormitories for
foreign workers to address the social problem involving foreigners. ― Picture by KE Ooi
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Jagdeep says Penang state govt to go ahead
with foreign worker dorms
OCTOBER 07, 2017

GEORGE TOWN, Oct 7 — Penang DAP-
led government will go ahead with its
plan to build dormitories for foreign
workers at �ve identi�ed locations
despite objection by the local residents.

State Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said the Penang government
was going ahead with its plan to build
dormitories for foreign workers to
address the social problem involving
foreigners.

He said the �rst foreign workers
dormitories which were currently under
construction in Bukit Minyak were
expected to be completed by August
next year.

“The current progress of the project in
Bukit Minyak has reached 40 per cent and I believe it will be completed by next year to combat rising social ills
involving the foreigners,” he told reporters after attending prayers at Sri Ramar temple at Solok York here today.

It was reported previously that residents in Juru has been objecting the plan to build the foreign workers
dormitories in their areas citing that the areas will be �ooded with foreigners and it could contribute to the increase
in social problems.

However, Jagdeep said the state had approved �ve applications to build foreign workers’ dormitories and among
the �rst one to be completed was the 6,000 bedded block in Bukit Minyak.

Jagdeep said the other location of the planned foreign workers dormitories were Juru, Permatang Tinggi, Valdor
Industrial areas and Permatang Damar Laut in Batu Maung.

“Apart from Juru which is currently at the planning stage, the rest of the foreign workers dormitories are
progressing well,” he said.

He said the dormitories at these �ve places would be able to accommodate more than 25,000 workers while they
were required to have facilities such as a multipurpose hall, canteen and sick bays.

“Penang has around 200,000 foreign workers. We are looking at catering up to 10 per cent of the number,” he said.

Jagdeep said the purpose was to absorb workers currently staying at places such as �ats.

He said there had been numerous complaints from the public of the big number of foreign workers staying at �ats,
sometimes occupying over half of such housing schemes. — Bernama
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